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Golf is like no other game that we play as both children and adults. 
As Arnold Palmer said so perfectly, “Golf is deceptively simple and 
endlessly complicated; it satisfies the soul and frustrates the intellect. 
It is at the same time rewarding and maddening - and it is without a 
doubt the greatest game mankind has ever invented.” 

It is precisely because golf tests us in so many ways that it is such an amazing 
platform to teach young people vital life skills that will empower them through all 
of life’s difficult challenges. And, unfortunately, those challenges are presenting 
themselves earlier and earlier in our kids’ lives. The pressure to fit in, to do well 
academically, or to be accepted can be daunting and overwhelming.

At First Tee-Greater Detroit we know this, and we are proud of the experiences we 
offered in 2021 that helped 437 young people develop skills and traits such as goal 
setting, resiliency, self confidence, and an appreciation for diversity in an incredibly 
fun, safe, and supportive environment. But none of this would be possible without the 
support of our 76 outstanding volunteer coaches and our community of generous 
donors. We are deeply appreciative of the support which allows us to
impact and inspire our First Tee-Greater Detroit participants.

We will continue to expand our work in 2022. We are extending our presence through a 
new location at the Durfee Innovation Society that will have a Trackman golf simulator 
and putting area. This will allow us to offer golf, and our life skills curriculum, during 
all 12 months of the year – even during cold Michigan winters. In addition, we are 
beginning the process of fundraising for a state-of-the-art learning center to extend 
the capabilities of our program and bring golf to an increasing number of young 
people in the Greater Detroit area. We will also continue our involvement with the 
Rocket Mortgage Classic and once again host the 100 Hole Golf Marathon at Chandler 
Park Golf Course.

The future for First Tee-Greater Detroit is incredibly bright and there are so many ways 
that everyone can be part of it. Volunteer to be a coach and work directly with our 
kids, spread the word to a family who may have children who could benefit from our 
program, or make a contribution to the program that will allow us to impact more 
children in more locations.

For the latest program news, please visit us online at www.FirstTeeGreaterDetroit.org 
and be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Sincerely,

Todd Krieger
Chief Executive Officer

Heather Rupp
Operations Director



To impact, influence, 
and inspire the lives of 
young people in the 
Greater Detroit area by 
providing educational 
programs that build 
character, promote 
healthy choices, and 
instill life enhancing 
values through the  
game of golf.

2021
YEAR IN REVIEW

437
PARTICIPANTS

76
COACHES

43
CLASS

SESSIONS

619
REGISTRATIONS

Participants at golf courses,
Boysville Gymnasium with  

PAL, BuildUP STEAM  
Workshops,and clinics!

1,375
VOLUNTEER HOURS

Our volunteer coaches
attend classes, workshops,

special events and golf
with the kids!

17
BRAND NEW

TO THE 
PROGRAM

205
CERTIFIED TO 
A NEW LEVEL

OUR 
MISSION

OUR 
PARTICIPANTS

65%
IDENTIFY AS
NON-WHITE

40%
FEMALE
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“

2021
YEAR IN REVIEW Beech Woods

Southfield
PAR & BIRDIE LEVEL | 3 classes
22 registrations

Belle Isle
Detroit
21 registrations | 2 classes

Chandler Park Golf Course
Detroit
46 registrations | 3 classes

Lakes of Taylor
Taylor
7 registrations | 1 class

Rackham Golf Course  
Huntington Woods
198 registrations | 7 classes

Rammler Golf Club
Sterling Heights
48 registrations | 3 classes

Rouge Park Golf Course
Detroit
67 registrations | 3 classes

AT GREEN
GRASS 
FACILITIES

TESTIMONIALS

”

”

“

First Tee-Greater Detroit is an amazing 
organization. My kids love going. They have 
participated in other youth golf classes and 
they both love First Tee … they not only learn 
to play golf, but also etiquette on and off the 
golf course. This is an amazing well-rounded 
program. Coaches are very approachable 
and fun and great instructors … and of course 
you cannot beat the price we pay for the kids 
to play. Thank you so much First Tee–Greater 
Detroit and all coaches and staff for your 
outstanding work.

– Alexandra Berry

First Tee-Greater Detroit has been and  
continues to be an amazing program for my 
kids. The coaches are terrific and work with 
the kids not only on appropriate skill-based 
golf techniques but also on sportsmanship 
and etiquette beyond the golf course, all 
while making every lesson fun for the kids! 
Would highly recommend The First Tee 
to anyone looking to introduce their 
kids to, or build upon their kids’  
skill in the game of golf!

– Jessica Roth

3



4
NEW COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS

100
YOUTH SERVED

FIRST TEE 
SCHOOL  
PROGRAM
33
SCHOOLS

11,000
STUDENTS

100 HOLE 
GOLF
MARATHON
September 20th, 2021

11.5 HOURS
1,717 HOLES
1 HOLE-IN-ONE
$31,928 RAISED

FIRST TEE  
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM
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FIRST TEE  
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM

ROCKET 
MORTGAGE 
CLASSIC
Putting clinic for 13 of our 
participants with PGA Tour 
Professionals Webb Simpson  
and Brendan Todd. 

The driving range exhibition put 
on by PGA Professionals Cameron 
Champ, Joseph Bramlett and Doc 
Redman included a long drive 
contest and was a huge hit! 

“ FAN ZONE” TENT 
Kids had the opportunity to play  
with the First Tee-Greater Detroit  
Plinko Board and earn prizes!Staff  
and volunteers answered questions 
about our programming and  
becoming a volunteer coach.
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CMU GIRLS 
GOLF CLINIC  
We partnered with the Central Michigan  
University Women’s Golf Team to run a  
two-day clinic in September. Our participants  
were able to learn from some of the best golfers  
in the state by participating in their favorite drills 
and learning their routines. They also played six 
holes of alternate shot on the golf course. The  
clinic taught our attendees what it take to be a  
high-level, competitive golfer and showcased  
the opportunities available to girls in our program.

JOE HOOKS 
CLINIC 
John Shippen Invitational participant 
and professional golfer, Joe Hooks led 
a clinic at the Royal Oak Golf Center for 
14 or our participants. He talked about 
his experience as a golf professional 
and provided some golf basics like 
set-up and grip position. Joe also 
demonstrated different ball flights.
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DURFEE 
INNOVATION 
SOCIETY
Homework & Hitting  
7 (one hours classes)  

36 registrations 

BuildUP STEAM 
3 workshops, 41 registrations

DETROIT PAL
Little Putters | 2 classes, 35 registrations 
PLAYer | 4 classes, 75 registrations
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Shereta Abney
Samuel D. Abrams
Hassan Ajami
Hussein Ajami
Matt Alban
Marlowe Alter
Erika Altman
Tony Amato
Julie A. Anders
Jonathan Anderson
David Andrus
Mr. Andy
Elena M. Angelos 
Apparatus Solutions
AR Workshop Northville 
Hayden L. Archer
Michael Armour
Brian Badowski
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Balesky 
Glenn Bar
Jill Baran
Mark Baron
Michael Barry
Michael Bassewitz
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Baum 
Karen Baum
Shelby Baum
Tyler Baum
Eli Jonathan Bayless
Gary L. Bayless
Lynda Bayless
Tristan Bayless
Alissar Bazzi
Eman Bazzi
Emilee Bazzi
Mike Bazzi
Mousa Bazzi
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Beals 
Shannon Beard
Randi Bee
David Berding
Michele Bergstrom 
Brendan Berry
Debra Beson
Shauna Bezilla
Mr. and Mrs. Norm Blain
Andrew Blatchford
Jake Bodnar
James Boisvert
Julie Bolhuis
Donna Bonk
Michael Borkowski
Steve Bowker
Michael Boyle
Brendan Bradley
Brand25 Media (Metro Detroit Golfers) 
Brooks Family
Daniel Brouse
Alex Brown
Cecelia Brown

Jason Brown
Morris Brown
Melissa Brunet
Jason Brunn
Greg Buckhout
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Burns 
Jennifer Buszka
Jiyan Cadiz
Danielle Cardella
Ann Carino
Carl’s Golfland
Patrick J. Carlsen
CDW Corporation Employee Giving 
Megan Cebulski
Jeff Celbuski
Kirby Challman
Sarah Cheney
Brian Cherry
Dave Chrostek
Karin Chrostek
Kathleen Clark
Kailyn Clay
Norman Clement
Matthew Collins
Michael Collins
Patrick Collins
Garrett Connell
Drew Conover
Douglass Coombs
Debbie Cornell
Katie Corrion
Paul Costanzo
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett W. Crook 
Maria Dario
Nancy Darnelln
Michael Davidson
Paul Davis
Emmanuel Dealca
Tye DeGrange
Loretta Sandora Deloof 
David R. Desteiger
Virginia DeSteiger 
Francesca Di Mambro
Joe Didato
Anthony DiMambro
Kristine Donahue
David Donoughe
April Dunham
Mary Duval
Taylor Duval
Trace Duval
Danielle Duvall
Eagles for Children
Julia Earhart
Wayne Earhart
Karin Elkins
Drew A. Ellis
Biol Emkow
Jonathan Essington
David Evola
Jason Fabbri
Mike Ferrari
Kate Fettig
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund  
Michelle Fields
Andrea Fisher

Thank
You
To Our 
Donors
for Their 
Support

“I like First Tee because 
we get to learn to play 
golf! And Ilearned that it 
was possible to make a 
career out of golf. 
– Ryan ”
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Jason Brown
Morris Brown
Melissa Brunet
Jason Brunn
Greg Buckhout
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Burns 
Jennifer Buszka
Jiyan Cadiz
Danielle Cardella
Ann Carino
Carl’s Golfland
Patrick J. Carlsen
CDW Corporation Employee Giving 
Megan Cebulski
Jeff Celbuski
Kirby Challman
Sarah Cheney
Brian Cherry
Dave Chrostek
Karin Chrostek
Kathleen Clark
Kailyn Clay
Norman Clement
Matthew Collins
Michael Collins
Patrick Collins
Garrett Connell
Drew Conover
Douglass Coombs
Debbie Cornell
Katie Corrion
Paul Costanzo
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett W. Crook 
Maria Dario
Nancy Darnelln
Michael Davidson
Paul Davis
Emmanuel Dealca
Tye DeGrange
Loretta Sandora Deloof 
David R. Desteiger
Virginia DeSteiger 
Francesca Di Mambro
Joe Didato
Anthony DiMambro
Kristine Donahue
David Donoughe
April Dunham
Mary Duval
Taylor Duval
Trace Duval
Danielle Duvall
Eagles for Children
Julia Earhart
Wayne Earhart
Karin Elkins
Drew A. Ellis
Biol Emkow
Jonathan Essington
David Evola
Jason Fabbri
Mike Ferrari
Kate Fettig
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund  
Michelle Fields
Andrea Fisher

Emily Fishwick
Kevin Fitzsimons
Foley & Lardner LLP
Jeff Fortmann
Pamela Fournier
Alana Franklin
Karen Freeborn
Larry French
William Gale
Keri A. Gallagher
Steve Gamache
Edward Garcia-McDonnell 
Mary Garrison
Luis Garza
Get Well Urgent Care
Scott Giancarli
Paul Giles
Sue Goeckel
Brian Goldstein
Golf Stix, Inc DBA 2nd Swing Golf 
Steve Gonda
Jason Goodmar
Karen Goulasarian
Tina Grab
Brad Gramlin
Morgan Grammatico 
Brandon Gray
Joseph L. Grocholski 
Guardian Manufacturing Corp. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Guerrini 
Stephen Guy
Collin Hall
Akram Hamad
Kathy Hardy
Steve Harms
Harrington Family
Mike Hartmann
Andrew Hausler
Dan Haxel
Shannon Hearthen
Kyle Hebert
Mark Heidel
Kay Heltsley
Gail Hirka
Kristen Hogerheide
Deborah Holefca
Mike Hopkins
Nicole Hoppe
Jeremy Hostetter
Angela Hsu
Tim Hygh
Hylant Family Foundation, Inc. 
David Iannuzzi
James Isotalo
Karen Isotalo
Mike Itch
Maggie Jackson
Tameka Jackson Dyer 
Stephanie James
Matt Jenkins
Chris Johnson
Justin Johnson
Noah Jurik
Benjamin Juster
Amy Kaiserman
Robert S. Kaminiski

Robert M. Kaminski
Kathleen Kane
Michael P. Kane
Elizabeth Kanous
Donna M. Kemp
Joe Kennedy
Michael Kennedy
Kevin Walsh Family Foundation
Bruce Kezlarian
Mohammad Khan
Matt Kjorstad
Matthew Klein
Brandon Knowles
Alex Knuth
Lindsay Koenigsknecht
Kelli Kollman
Errol Koos
Tony Kosoglov
Chris Kowalczyk
Brandon Kowalski
Mike Krotche
Sara Kubica
Victoria Kunselman
Joe Kurzer
Leslie Lambert
Dale Lammers
Bill Landau
Ann Landen
Keith Landon
Jesse LaRochelle
Wayne Leeloy
David Lewallen
Mary Ann Lievois
Mark Lipowicz
Aaron Little
Adam Little
Amanda Little 
Andrew Little
Greg Little
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Lochner 
Justin Lockman
Atif Lodhi
Luke Londo
Brendan Long
Jake Louden
Katherine Lucas
Nick Lucido
Dave Lull
Randy Lundquist
Karen G. Luther
John Lynem
Kent Maas
Andrew MacIntyre
Sherry MacIntyre
George N. Madias
Lindsey Mahlmeister
Sarah Mahon
Lynn Maison
Domenico Malizia
Jennifer Manley
Sharon Manzo
Brian Manzullo
John Marano
James Marchicki
Marti Martin
Marty A. Burnstein Law Offices

Kyle Mattson
Jason May
Michael McCanham
Brian McCarroll
Katie McDaniel
Cherie McMillian
Rachel McReynolds
Medtronic Charity Custodial 
Kurt Melin
Metro Detroit Golfers
Josef Meyer
Mike Savoie Chevrolet Inc.
Craig Miller
Ethel Miller
Kevin M. Miller
Evan Mollenkamp
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Montei
Melby Montgomery
Kristy Moody
Jake Moore
Scott Moore
Frank Moran
Thomas A. Morrow  
Sebastian Mosers
Martha Moyer
Jack Muldowney
Mike Mulholland
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Mulholland  
Max Muncey
Jeanene Munroe
Kimberly Murphy
Sam Murray
Truvella Murray
Mike Murri
Seth Myers
Edriana Newman
Christine Newsom  
Rachael Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Noordhoek  
Jon Norgard
Christopher C. Norris  
Susan Nurmi
Jeff Okopny
Scott Olman
Jessica Orr
Ryan Orrick
Carol Ostrowski
John Page, Jr.
John Page III
Josh Paker
Brian Paluk
Sam Peck
Karen Peek
Michael Penney
Amy Peterson
PGA Tour Players
Ed Phillips
Eric Pietras
Linda Pillari
Deepa Pinkney
Scott Piper
Michael Pohlod
James Powell
Kate Powell
Kelsey Powell
Maxwell Powell
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Kim Powers
Sarah Pratt Olszowy
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Prew
Carly PriceKate Powell
Kelsey Powell
Maxwell Powell
Kim Powers
Sarah Pratt Olszowy
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Prew
Carly Price
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
Jared Purcell
Brendan Quinn
Bridget Quinn
Kevin Quinn
Becca Rapin
Chris Raven
Joyce Rebecca
Jill Redmon
C.J. Reed
Marisa Reisdorf
Gloria H. Reynolds
Anthony E. Rizzuto
Andrew Robinson
Rocket Giving Fund
Jordan Rose
Wayne Roseborough
Jessica Roth
Jon Rothermel
Mr. and Mrs. Ignacio Ruiz
Heather Rupp
Jessica Rupp
Jason Rush
Clayton Rygwelski
Paul Sadler
Jessica Salerno
Katy Salley
Frank Salucci
John H. Saunders
Chelsea Scally
Alicia Scavona
Holly Schmidt
Matt Schonfeld
Andrea Schreiber
Bryan Schuchard
Jon Schwartz
Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Schwartz
Jason Scott
Rena Scroggs
John J. Senopole, Jr.
Carolyn Shanks
Derek Shinska
Norm Shomo
Nikki Showers
Armaan Sidhu
Adam Siedlaczek
Brandon Siedlaczek
Rita A. Siedlaczek
Ashleigh Siefker
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Sinicropi
Roussos Skarvelakis
Sarah Slazinski
Doug Smith
Fran Smith
Kyle Smith
Scott Smith

Ann Solzak
Kevin Sosnowski
Dave Sprock
Carol St. Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Stalker
Alexandrea Stanley
Denise Stevens
Stevenson & Bullock, PLC
Jeff Stubbings
Cameron Stuive
Kevin Sucher
Brendan Sully
Kyle Kristine Swider
Lisa Swikoski
Ike Syed
John Szambelan
Lorraine A. Tarasi
Brian Taylor
Melani Taylor
Jo Ann Tello
Jason Terrell
The Abelas
The Ben Hogan Foundation
Doug Theisen
Ian Thibodeau
Suzette Thiessen
Jodi Thomas
Mark Thomas
Mike Thomas 
David Thompson
Doug Thompson
Nate Thompson
Stacey Thorp
Andrew Tierney
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tirakian
Robert Tokar
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Tolles
David Traylor
Steve Tripp
Neil D. Turner
Ann Marie Uetz
Laurence Vallee Jr.
Monica Vincent
Vision Real Estate Investment

Mark Vitale
Andrew Vitali
Vishnuprabha Vogel
Ron Wade
Maryterese Wagner
Gage Wakula
Jamie Wardynski
Crystal Washington
Michael Watters
Chris Webb
Corbin Webb
William Webster
Eric Weinberg
Derek Wesch
David West
Jessica West
Bob White
Mackenzie White
Max White
Raquel White
Michael Whitey
John Whittaker
Amy Wilczynski
Dara Wilk
Charmaine Williams
Tom Williams
Virginia Williams
Christina Wilson
Dianne Wilson
Katrina Wilson
Marc Wilson
Julie Wishaw
Jodi L. Wong
James Woods
Tracy Wujack
Jean Yee
John York
Alexandra Zagata
Heather Zane
Barb Ziemba
Kolar Zvonko
Terri Zyskowski
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“ I like First Tee because 
we get to learn to play 
golf! And I learned that 
it was possible to make 
a career out of golf.
– Ryan

”
“ I like First Tee because 

the coaches teach us 
about the rules of golf, 
and I get to go to special
events like the CMU Girl’s 
Golf Clinic! 
– Evalyn ”
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Mark Vitale
Andrew Vitali
Vishnuprabha Vogel
Ron Wade
Maryterese Wagner
Gage Wakula
Jamie Wardynski
Crystal Washington
Michael Watters
Chris Webb
Corbin Webb
William Webster
Eric Weinberg
Derek Wesch
David West
Jessica West
Bob White
Mackenzie White
Max White
Raquel White
Michael Whitey
John Whittaker
Amy Wilczynski
Dara Wilk
Charmaine Williams
Tom Williams
Virginia Williams
Christina Wilson
Dianne Wilson
Katrina Wilson
Marc Wilson
Julie Wishaw
Jodi L. Wong
James Woods
Tracy Wujack
Jean Yee
John York
Alexandra Zagata
Heather Zane
Barb Ziemba
Kolar Zvonko
Terri Zyskowski

”

Alan McArthur
Anthony Shruga-Blinn
Anthony Voiles
Arik Greer
Arya Goel
Ben Koeske
Ben Roshak
Blake Herder
Brendan Connors
Brendan Dolan
Brett Dryer
Bryce Imoff
Cara Henry
Chris Brown
Christopher Lievois
Christopher Weir
Dale Bradley
David Allen
David Benham
David Vale
Derek Crowley
Dylan Tobin
Eric Conrad
Erin Coburn

Evan Mollenkamp 
Gerald Lievois
Gloria Reynolds
Grant Haefner
Grace Zimmerman
Gregory Messer
Jack Flood
Jeff Leider
Jim Colson
Jim Powell
John Szambelen
Joseph Olszewski
Joseph Smith
Julia Brown
Justin Oliver
Karin Flood
Kate Clark
Kelsey Duntley
Kenleigh Cargill
Khya Calhoun
Kirsten Vemulapalli
Lee Stevens
Luisa Garcia
Luis Zambrano

PLAYer Level
Our  
Coaches
LEVEL III CERTIFIED 
John Page (Program Director)

LEVEL II CERTIFIED
Alex Dunckel
Heather Rupp(Director of Operations)
Maxwell White
Darron Merritt

“ My son has been in First 
Tee for almost 6 years 
now and he loves it!! 
The staff has always 
been great, and they do 
a great job with the kids 
making sure they get to 
have great experiences 
with golf!! 
– Ryan R Brown”

Luke Drieborg
Mackenzie Smith
Mariam Share
Mark Franks
Mark Zapico
Markus Richardson
Mary Ellen Paczkowsk
Mary Ann Lievois
Michael Earle
Mike Bazzi
Nancy Darnell
Nick Baldus
Patrick Emerson
Patrick Mallon
Pete Hermann
Phillip Conrad
Rita Siedlaczek
Ronnie Keener
Roy Vultaggio
Thomas Henry
Thomas Machasic
Timothy Symons
Tommy Cataldo 
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OUR BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
Donna Bonk

Larry Burns

Paul Davis 

Steve Hylant

Donna Joseph-Kemp 

Tom McInerney 

Danielle Russell

Ann Marie Uetz

Kevin Washburn

Chuck Bullock

Shawn Coyle 

Tanya Hill

Kara James 

David Lochner 

Mark Montgomery 

Paul Trulik

Kim VanCleef 

Lyle Wolberg

“ They provide the  
best program in the 
area for kids that are  
interested in golf. Lessons 
go beyond the golf course;
kids will use these in
everyday life. 
-Hassan Ajami”
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FirstTeeGreaterDetroit.org

3011 W Grand Blvd., Suite 218
Detroit, MI 48202

p. (313) 820–3362

Heather@firstteegreaterdetroit.org


